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City of Elko  ) 

County of Elko ) 

State of Nevada )     SS March 18, 2020 

 

The City Council of the City of Elko, State of Nevada met for an emergency meeting 

beginning at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 18, 2020. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

 This meeting was called to order by Mayor Reece Keener. Governor Sisolak declared a 

statewide emergency last night. Due to the unusual nature of this meeting, the agenda may have 

items added on an emergency basis. 

 

The Agenda for this meeting of the City of Elko City Council has not been posted with advance 

notice due to an emergency, as defined in NRS 241.020(10).   

 

Mayor Present: Reece Keener  

  

Council Present: Councilwoman Mandy Simons 

   Councilman Robert Schmidtlein 

Councilman Chip Stone  

   Councilman Bill Hance 

 

City Staff Present: Curtis Calder, City Manager 

Scott Wilkinson, Assistant City Manager 

   Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk 

   Dale Johnson, Utilities Director 

   Matt Griego, Fire Chief 

   Dave Stanton, City Attorney 

   Tom Coyle, Deputy City Attorney 

   Lauren Landa, Deputy City Attorney 

Ty Trouten, Police Chief 

Diann Byington, Recording Secretary 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

 

Pursuant to N.R.S. 241, this time is devoted to comments by the public, if any, and 

discussion of those comments. No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item 

on the agenda until the matter itself has been specifically included on a successive agenda 

and identified as an item for possible action. ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

 

Jon Karr, owner of several businesses located on Silver Street, said he was present as a 

businessperson and a County Commissioner.  The County had an emergency meeting yesterday to 

hire Annette Kerr as the Acting Emergency Liaison Manager to keep us informed.  As a business 
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owner, he will abide by what the City says if a shutdown order is put in place, but he has taken 

extra measures to ensure the safety of his customers.  He hopes the City allows businesses to 

remain open.  He has stockpiled on cash and will guarantee that his employees will be paid.  Not 

all businesses can do that.  Elko is not the Las Vegas Strip and he will recommend to other business 

owners to cut down on the number of tables and clean with bleach.  He felt the governor was over 

zealous with 30 days. 

 

Dale Johnson, Utilities Director, said there have been some issues lately with sewer backups with 

people flushing wipes and paper towels.  They may say flushable but they are not.  He is asking 

people not to flush wipes.  Tap water is safe to drink and asked that people not hoard bottled water. 

 

Chief Griego said from the Emergency Management side of things, they have been participating 

in the Joint Emergency Operations Commands Center (EOC) with the County.  They had a meeting 

with all of the grocery stores in the area to find out what they are doing to keep their shelves 

stocked.  If people shop normally, there would be no shortages and they could keep up with the 

supply.   

 

Councilman Hance asked about the earthquake in Salt Lake City. 

 

Chief Griego has not heard anything since they are still doing damage assessments. 

 

Curtis Calder, City Manager, said the air traffic out of Salt Lake has been postponed.  That is 

effecting Elko.  Our flight went out today and it was diverted to Pocatello. 

 

Councilman Hance said he was asking because Associated Foods has a distribution center in West 

Valley.  There is a potential that everything that comes our way from the east being disrupted for 

a day or two at least.   

 

Mr. Calder stated the issue at the airport would affect our Air Med transport so they wouldn’t be 

able to land in Salt Lake.  They probably have alternative sites to land. 

 

Chief Griego said the local grocers are working together to try to put limits on purchases.  Smiths 

and Albertsons are working on senior hours.  They are working together to ensure everyone can 

get the products they need.   

 

Mayor Keener called for further public comment without a response.  He closed public comments.   

We do not have a medical crisis in Elko to date.  We have had zero positive tests of coronavirus.  

These are troubling times but not a time to panic.  Cool heads need to prevail.  Fundamental 

questions for us today, as we digest the Governor’s 30-day closure order of non-essential 

businesses:  1) what are the appropriate measures for safeguarding the health and safety of our 

community; 2) what will operations of the City look like over the course of the next month; 3) how 

will the City conduct critical business for paying bills, building inspections, and things of this 

nature, including formulating our budget during this time; 4) what will the advisory be to the 

business community and will the Elko Police Department enforce any closures; 5) how do we, as 

a governmental body, instill confidence and subdue fear.  In terms of welfare of the community, 

the City needs to: 1) provide the public access to timely and accurate information and there will 
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be many rumors circulating on social media.  Don’t believe everything you read.  Everyone will 

have a lot less anxiety if they limit exposure to news and social media during this time.  2) In 

conjunction with other governmental entities, we are operating an Emergency Operations 

Command Center to coordinate the response and to manage the situation; 3) Address the financial 

stress that residents will experience.  Just a reminder, if you have not filed for your federal income 

taxes yet, please just do this immediately so you can hopefully get the refund you are owed very 

soon.  4) Communicate resource availability through government, church and non-profit groups 

that serve the community.  Our emergency personnel are striving to get the test kits and get the 

drive-thru screening set up.   

 

I. EMERGENCY DECLARATION 

 

A. Review and possible action to declare an emergency based upon State of Nevada 

Governor Sisolak’s 30-Day statewide shutdown of “nonessential” businesses, 

including casinos, hotels, bars, gyms, beauty salons, barber shops, malls, and 

restaurants that do not provide take out or delivery services, and the resulting 

financial and operational impact on the City of Elko, and matters related thereto.  

FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

On March 17, 2020, Governor Sisolak ordered a 30-Day statewide shutdown of 

“non-essential” businesses, effective at 12:00 noon on March 18, 2020.  This 

unexpected coronavirus containment action creates an immediate and significant 

impact on our citizens, regional partners, and the City of Elko government. 

 

Although the shutdown order excludes Fire, Police, and Airport Services, the City 

of Elko is responsible for other critical services such as Water, Sewer, Street 

Maintenance, and Landfill operations.  An emergency declaration will allow the 

operational flexibility needed to comply with the Governor’s shutdown order, 

including the possible suspension of all Collective Bargaining Agreements.  CC 

 

Curtis Calder, City Manager, apologized for the short notice.  They are still trying to digest the 

information provided by the Governor’s speech last night.  We do have a declaration of emergency 

but we do not have a written order.  At this time, it is imperative for the City of Elko to declare an 

emergency for our own purposes.  This is an operational necessity because our collective 

bargaining agreements have things such as shift schedules and the way overtime is handled.  All 

of those things need to be available if we need it to be able to work around those.  Not to say that 

we will, but we can’t do that unless we have an emergency declaration.  That is the primary reason 

we need to have a declaration.  There is going to be a ton of unknowns, that, until the state provides 

clarification to us, we just can’t answer.  We have received phone calls regarding essential and 

non-essential businesses.  We don’t have guidance from the state on that yet.  His position is to 

not direct law enforcement officers to enforce the business closures until we get guidance.  We 

have enough of our own problems right now.  We plan on maintaining critical services.  In other 

items in this agenda, we will talk about limitations of what services we can provide and how much 

public access we will be providing in our facilities.  We will have enough staff on hand to deal 

with critical issues.  Initially, we are just looking for the declaration. 
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Mayor Keener thought it is not the place for law enforcement to dictate who would be open and 

who would be closed.  This has the potential to implode the local and state economy.  He wants to 

keep as many businesses open as possible so that when this is over, people have jobs to return to. 

 

Chief Trouten said something to be aware of, the Sheriff’s Office has declared that there are only 

certain crimes for which people can be taken to the jail.  From their position, they do not feel that 

someone failing to close a business would merit arrest.  We don’t want to be out penalizing 

businesses that are going to be suffering hardships as it is from the statewide order.  We are limited 

on what we could do with our local constraints. 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein asked if it is safe to say that we can leave it up to the discretions of 

business owners whether or not they want to stay open. 

 

Dave Stanton, City Attorney, said that was his interpretation on this.  He looked through a press 

release from the Governor’s Office and it appears to be discretionary at this point. 

 

Councilwoman Simons said, unless the governor comes out and says you must police this, then 

it’s completely up to the businesses. 

 

Mr. Stanton said there has to be an order with some mandatory language. 

 

Mayor Keener said we have Assemblyman Jon Ellison and County Commissioner Jon Karr 

present.  Has the governor collaborated with either of them in terms of when this edict was brought 

down for the closure, the justification for it in our local area? 

 

Jon Ellison, Assemblyman, said they were on the phone last night.  They are finding out there are 

a lot of questions.  They are getting clarification on them.  Initially, they said they were doing a 

shutdown for 15 days and now they are saying 30 days.  He is asking for a review at 15 days.  If 

there is no crisis, we are putting a large impact on these small businesses.  There is a lot that needs 

to be addressed.  He will forward information to the City as he receives it. 

 

Mayor Keener asked if Jon Ellison was directly asked by the Governor’s Office if the closure was 

warranted in his Assembly District. 

 

Mr. Ellison answered no, they did not.  He has people calling him from Ely asking about shutting 

down a hotel.  They have no food establishment and they aren’t congregating in more than one 

area so he is looking for clarification on that one.  Most of the issues are fear related.  Mining was 

a big issue.  Are they going to shut down construction?  If they do that then they just shut down 

the Raider Stadium in Las Vegas.  At the mines, they are asking people to sign a waiver as they 

go in.  If they have been sick in so many days then they have to answer yes and pulled off the bus.   

 

Councilwoman Simons asked if they are still bussing everyone in? (yes) 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein answered they are at Level 2 right now.  If it goes to Level 3 they will 

take other precautions.  Once it gets to Level 4 then they will go ahead and shut down.   
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Mr. Ellison said the caucus strongly came out and supported mining last night.  That was one of 

the big issues.  Mining isn’t just a city or county issue; it is a national issue.  The goal is to produce 

and send all over the world.  Regarding construction, some of the big projects, if they shut them 

down, many of the workers come from the outside.   

 

Councilman Hance asked if NDOT will shut down any projects. 

 

Mr. Ellison answered not that he was aware of.  We are working on US93 and putting in passing 

lanes.  He is getting calls from dealers that sell weapons.  They are so backlogged that there are 

thousands of applications that are not being permitted.   They cannot get the permits from the State.   

 

Mayor Keener asked Commissioner Karr if Mr. Stokes or if anyone else at the County was 

contacted to see if this closure order was justifiable for Elko County. 

 

Mr. Karr said there was zero information.  There has been some information to Annette Kerr on 

the cases.  She knows instantly, how many cases there are and any deaths.  There has been zero 

communication of how this is effecting the county. 

 

Councilwoman Simons said she worries about her parents and her kids and the fact that people can 

walk around for days and not know they are transmitting it.  It does worry her.  However, she felt 

that means that she can choose to not go to restaurants.  If you want to be open that is fine, but she 

doesn’t have to choose to go and use your business.  It is one of those times where it is really hard 

to balance.  You don’t want to panic or go over the top but you also don’t want to look back and 

see that if you did some things different it would have been beneficial.  She is in the dark as much 

as anyone.  She doesn’t want to get her hackles up because she is being told to do something that 

doesn’t make sense to her and ignore that this could get back for us.  It’s not bad for us yet but it 

could get that way.  We need to tread carefully.   

 

Mayor Keener said we are living in a tinderbox with thousands of candles burning at one time.  It 

is inevitable that something bad is going to happen. 

 

Councilman Stone said he agrees with Councilwoman Simons and he has some concerns.  We 

don’t have enough clarification from the Governor.  His store is closed at this moment.  Should he 

stay closed?  He is more concerned about the seniors than anything.  Are we getting meals out to 

the seniors?  Can they get the essentials?  If one of his employees gets the virus because he chose 

to stay open, he would feel bad.  He believes we need to make the declaration but we need more 

clarification from the Governor. 

 

Councilwoman Simons said that as more clarification comes, or if we get an order with mandatory 

language, or if we get a positive case, we can always revisit and change.  We do the best with the 

information we have today. 

 

Councilman Hance said we don’t have a case anywhere close.  We border on the edge of shutting 

someone down.  After this is over with, there might be some legal action back from business 

owners that were shut down.  We don’t need to be in the enforcement business of this.  If the 

Governor truly wants to do it then bring on the guard. 
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Councilman Schmidtlein didn’t feel we could take people’s livelihoods away from them, 

especially as individuals and business owners.  We have to be practical.  We all need to be 

responsible citizens.  He will not tell a business owner to shut their business. 

 

Councilwoman Simons asked about liability. 

 

Mr. Stanton said all we have from the Governor’s Office is a press release.  In terms of the City’s 

independent obligations, City Council has the ability to declare an emergency without the 

Governor’s order, but that is the circumstance we are presented with today.  As a general rule, 

decisions of the City Council are legislative decisions.  Ordinarily those are protected by an 

absolute immunity. There are different variations on that.  His general observation is that if City 

Council doesn’t take that kind of an action in order to close businesses, he doesn’t expect that 

decision will expose the City to civil liability. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

declare an Emergency Declaration in the City of Elko, based upon the State of Nevada 

Governor’s 30-day statewide shutdown, however, we will not, as a City, determine which 

businesses are essential or non-essential.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

Mr. Ellison said there were several things the Governor listed.  Casinos and sit-down restaurants.  

Would that motion be amended to say those that were actually addressed by the Governor? 

 

Councilwoman Simons said we will leave it up to those businesses to follow the recommendations 

set forth by the Governor.  Right now, we will not step in and enforce that.  It might change later. 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein said they are leaving the decision of essential and non-essential up to the 

business owners. 

 

Mr. Stanton added that in terms of trying to make a distinction between essential and non-essential 

services, the press release has a kind of gradation for that.     

 

Mayor Keener stated as a political subdivision in the state of Nevada, that might change as it comes 

out of Carson City.  If stronger language comes out, we may need to convene another emergency 

meeting to clarify those items. 

 

BREAK (technical issues)  

 

B. Review and possible action to suspend most in-person services at City of Elko 

Departments and/or Facilities, and matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE 

ACTION 
 

Based upon previously issued Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance, most 

Parks and Recreation Facilities and/or events have already been closed and/or 

cancelled through April 19, 2020.  Additional requested public closures include the 
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Parks and Recreation Office, Ruby View Golf Course, and all City Park Sports 

Fields, Concession Stands, and restrooms.  Although limited outdoor maintenance 

will occur throughout the Park system, the City of Elko Cemetery will remain open.  

Staff will be available via email and telephone. 

 

Although City Hall and both annex buildings will be closed to the public, Staff will 

be available via email and telephone.  Additionally, the Police, Fire, Animal 

Shelter, and Airport offices will be closed to the public and minimally staffed.  The 

Water, Sewer, and Public Works shops will also be closed to the public and 

minimally staffed.  The Landfill and WRF Lab will remain open to the public, but 

the hours of operation may be modified to accommodate reduced staffing levels.  

The public is encouraged to utilize online services when possible.   

 

Mr. Calder said this item is important if our intent is to comply with the Governor’s order and try 

to get employees home.  We will still need a lot of people in the public safety organizations, 

delivering fire, police, airport and landfill services. We will also need a minimal staff to maintain 

some level of office work that needs to be accomplished.  We still have bills to pay and payroll to 

make.  We want to limit public exposure to the public.  Up until today we did not decide to do that.  

We were still allowing people to come in but if they could drop a bill off in the pay box without 

contact, do it that way.  That would change if you adopt this.  As of noon today, we will put signs 

up saying closed to the public and please call this number.  We will have people to answer the 

phone and we have online services available.  One thing we don’t do is take credit cards over the 

phone.  With Council’s permission, we can do that.  There are some things we can do 

administratively to try to facilitate customers a little better than we have in the past.  That is the 

intention and he may have missed a function here and there.  If Council gives him operational 

flexibility, he can work with the management team to determine how that will be rolled out.  He 

will want input from all the managers after this meeting, depending on Council’s decision, to 

determine which employees can go home for now.  There will be another item to keep people in a 

paid status even though they are home and expected to be on-call.  They may rotate people in on 

certain days, such as payroll.  The landfill is imperative and stays open.  Another critical function 

is the lab at the WRF.  He is open to suggestions. 

 

Mayor Keener said we will have to have building inspectors available to keep construction going.   

 

Mr. Calder said it would be a limited Building Department staff.  This is assuming the construction 

companies in town will be working.  Something that everyone needs to understand, including staff, 

is that yesterday we were going 90 miles per hour.  With the Governor’s order, we will slow down 

to 15 miles per hour.  People should anticipate some level of disruption of service although we 

will still be available. 

 

Councilwoman Simons asked regarding the Police Department, if everything that citizens would 

need would be available online. 

 

Chief Trouten said much of the walk-in business is dependent upon other businesses in town.  It 

will be a fluid situation where we can diminish but maybe we need to bring people back in to take 
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care of things.   We also have crimes reported in the front office.  In that situation, they can meet 

with the officers.  We can comply with locking the front. 

 

Councilman Hance asked if there would be any penalties for work cards that might expire during 

the 30-day shutdown. 

 

Chief Trouten answered we will have to address that.  If the bars are closed, the bar cards shouldn’t 

be a problem.  The last he heard, the brothels were intending on closing the bars but not the 

brothels.  We just don’t have the answers right now.  Since we are not available to provide the 

work card renewal service, then there shouldn’t be a penalty.   

 

Councilman Hance said, regarding the Animal Shelter, if his dog gets picked up, he wants to be 

able to pick his dog up.   

 

Mr. Calder said we have Karen Walther evaluating what is necessary.  We can make those types 

of arrangements via an appointment.  We want to be careful with how we will be handling animal 

control.  For example, will animal control be picking up animals when the shelter is closed?  We 

will go to a limited capacity with animal control.  There will still be calls but we won’t be actively 

looking for strays.  Where the shelter is getting full, we need to somehow get the animals out.  We 

will still be working with rescue groups.  We will stop adoptions for the time period because we 

don’t want our vets up there doing spay/neuters.  We are still working through some of those 

operational requirements but the end goal is to get as many people home as possible so they can 

shelter in place.  If we can reduce the footprint of those employees being at City facilities, we 

would like to do that but there will be an expectation that they will be on call and they may actually 

cycle through on certain days to kind of spread out the work force.  We would be at diminished 

capacity for sure. 

 

Councilman Schmidtlein said even though the City parks are considered closed, he is under the 

assumption that if there are people playing tennis or someone is shooting the basketball hoop, that 

will be allowed.  The pro shop at the golf course will be closed but if someone drives in and plays 

golf, we won’t run them out. 

 

Mr. Calder said we can’t fence off the park system and keep people off the parks.  We expect 

people playing Frisbee or taking a walk, and that is not something we will enforce.  We will not 

facilitate leagues playing on our fields.  Most of the leagues have already canceled their events and 

practices.  The swimming pool is closed as of today and won’t be open until the 19th of April, if 

not longer.  The Parks and Recreation office is closed but people can call them for reservations.  

The club house at the golf course is closed.  People can still take walks on the golf course.  We 

will be out there doing limited maintenance.  The staff will still need to be out there fixing 

sprinklers and mowing grass.  The cemetery is a critical function.  It will remain open.  There will 

be some activity in the parks but it will be limited.  We will have to sort through the economic 

repercussions of that.  For example, people that have bought golf passes that will want a refund.   

We will have to consider all of this as we get into our budget and all of the economic impact this 

closure is having.  The budget we presented a couple of weeks ago is going to look a lot different 

than our tentative budget we will be presenting in the future.  We will need to anticipate and expect 

a dramatic reduction in revenue and budget accordingly.  It is unfortunate, but the good thing is 
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that we are going into this with a full tank of gas.  We will use common sense in these closures but 

we want to make sure people are notified.  We will provide as much service as we can. 

 

Mayor Keener asked if the golf pro is intending to be closed.  It is a city facility. 

 

Mr. Calder said he wasn’t sure if he would comply with the Governor or not but it is a city owned 

facility and the Parks and Recreation Director, assuming Council takes this action, will notify him 

immediately that if he not closed, he needs to be closed.  He is leasing our facility through that 

contract.  We don’t want the public in that facility any more than we want the public in City Hall.  

The gate will still be open during the day but locked at night.   

 

Mayor Keener noted we are looking for a motion to direct Curtis Calder and his staff to continue 

working on the operational plan for paring back operations at the City of Elko to more of a minimal 

level.  He called for further comment without a response. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilman Stone, to 

direct City staff to operate at a minimal staff for public services, to include giving the City 

Manager discretion to make those decisions between meetings, between now and April 19.   

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

C. Review and possible action to amend the City of Elko Sick Leave Policy to allow 

full-time City employees to use accrued Sick Leave if sent home pursuant to the 

Governor’s shutdown order, with the intention of keeping full-time City employees 

in a pay status, and matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

Although a large contingent of City of Elko employees will continue to report to 

work to allow for the provision of critical services, some City of Elko employees 

will be sent home pursuant to the shutdown order.  As the shutdown is based upon 

a public health emergency, the proposed policy amendment will allow full-time 

employees the option to use accrued sick leave.  CC 

 

Mr. Calder explained they have talked a lot, between Human Resources and himself, about the 

quickest and easiest way to send employees home and keep them in a paid status, which means 

they will still be covered with Health Insurance, PERS contributions, etc.  The quickest and easiest 

way to do that is just make a quick amendment to the sick leave policy so they can use sick leave 

if they so choose.  They can use annual leave and leave without pay.  With this amendment, this 

would give us some interim direction to keep people in a paid status.  We may come back at a 

subsequent meeting and change this to more of an administrative leave with pay or something like 

that.  We want to analyze this further before making that commitment.  Right now, because of the 

short notice, this is the quickest and easiest way to do this and would allow us as early as today to 

get people home.   In the event that someone doesn’t have the accruals, this policy also includes 

the sick leave donation bank.  In speaking to the senior managers at the City that have a lot of sick 

leave that can be donated, we are willing to create a pool of available sick leave so anybody in that 

situation, the payroll technician can assign that to them to keep them in a paid status.  The goal is 
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to make sure all the full-time people that work here that are sent home can stay in a paid status.  

This does not apply to part-time or seasonal.   

 

Councilman Hance asked if there were any conflicts with any of the Collective Bargaining 

Agreements.   

 

Mr. Calder answered there probably would be and that is one of the reasons for the Emergency 

Declaration to give them the flexibility.  Each contract is a little bit different with regard to sick 

leave.  Police differs from Fire and OE3.  We will come up with a better plan.  Some will reject 

this saying they don’t want to take sick leave because this is not their choice.  His response is our 

goal is to keep them employed and avoid some sort of financial impact in your household.  We 

will try to work through a different solution if we can find one but if we can’t, this may be the best 

we can do.  It is undetermined.  We are looking at what other organizations are doing and seeing 

if there is a better way to handle it.  There will be a big financial impact to the City and we are 

preparing for that.  Our goal is always to try to maintain our workforce but if this shut down were 

to be extended, nobody knows.  There are too many unknowns.  We want to keep people paid if 

we can.  Unfortunately, we do not have a policy for the seasonal or part-time employees.  We will 

have to spend some time on that and figure out what we are going to do.  Most likely, they will be 

sent home without pay because we just don’t have the capability of paying those folks.  That means 

when this is all over and we are spooling back up, those employees will have probably found other 

jobs and we will be limited on what services we can provide.  

 

Councilwoman Simons asked if they would be eligible for unemployment. 

 

Mr. Calder answered they would be eligible in most cases. 

 

Councilman Stone asked if we did it as a layoff, would that make it easier for them to make claims. 

 

Mr. Calder answered perhaps but he wouldn’t want to go there right now.   

 

** A motion was made by Councilman Schmidtlein, seconded by Councilman Hance, to 

amend the City of Elko Sick Leave Policy to allow full-time City employees to use incurred 

sick leave if sent home pursuant to the Governor’s Shut Down Order, with the intention of 

keeping full-time City employees in a paid status.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

  

D. Review and possible action to defer water service shutoffs during the 30-Day 

shutdown period, and matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION   

 

Mr. Calder explained this is something that other utility companies are doing.  We threw this on 

the last minute because every month we have shutoffs.  It would not be in the public’s best interest 

to do shut offs during this 30-day period. 

 

Mayor Keener asked if it would be advisable to extend this to 45 days.  After 30 days, people may 

not have jobs. 
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Mr. Calder said it is the pleasure of council.  It takes a lot of labor to do shut-offs.  We need 

direction because we can’t make the decision at staff level. 

 

Mayor Keener asked if customers still incur late charges. 

 

Mr. Calder answered yes.  They just won’t get their water service shut off. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Hance, to 

defer water service shut-offs during the next 45 days, and note that they will still incur late 

charges.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

  

E. Review and possible action to cancel the March 24, 2020 City Council meeting and 

matters related thereto.  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION    

 

Mr. Calder said he didn’t think of it last night but there is an upcoming Planning Commission 

meeting.  The reason for this delay is that we are trying to figure out what better ways we can hold 

public meetings without having people in the same room.  We still need to conduct business.  Add 

to this the April 7 Planning Commission meeting. 

 

Mayor Keener asked about the payables they approve every two weeks.  Will that be distributed 

to Council electronically and they approve or ask questions. 

 

Mr. Calder answered there was some guidance from the Attorney General.  We need to find a way 

to accommodate the public comment period.  He thought there was enough technology to hold 

meetings with very few people.  We will have to come up with a way for the public, if they are 

watching the meeting, can actually comment and interact with the public.  We are trying to figure 

out what everyone is doing for that.  We do envision having meetings because we have to have 

meetings with important business coming up.  We need to work through the technology part of it.  

For the time being, there was nothing on the March 24 agenda that wasn’t so critical that we can’t 

move it to the next meeting.  The Planning Commission was in the same situation.      

 

Councilman Hance said that if you are watching online you can comment.  He asked Diann 

Byington if she could see the comments. 

 

Diann Byington, Recording Secretary, answered she used to see the comments when there was a 

different Livestream interface on the computer, but not anymore. 

 

Mr. Calder said they are thinking of advertising on the agenda that Council will still be in a room 

and it will be video’ d but if the public wants to make comments, here is the phone number to call 

in and make your comment.  We want to do this right.  Cancelling these meetings will give us 

some breathing room. 

 

** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Hance, to 

cancel the March 24, 2020 City Council Meeting.   

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 
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** A motion was made by Councilwoman Simons, seconded by Councilman Hance, to 

cancel the April 7, 2020 Planning Commission meeting.   

 

The motion passed unanimously.  (5-0) 

 

Mayor Keener asked if they could have someone as the point person to keep updates on the website 

and the Facebook page as often as possible.  It will be critical to have information out to the public 

as soon as possible.  He gets phone calls and emails with concerns regarding information. 

 

Mr. Calder answered between Kelly and himself, they handle the information on the website as 

quickly as possible.  We have been putting out press releases daily.  This afternoon they will be 

doing more.  It will take them the rest of today to define what our workforce will look like. 

 

Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk, said there is a banner at the bottom of the City website home page 

that links to all the COVID-19 information.  She is working on creating a City Facebook page and 

an internal page for city employees. 

 

Mayor Keener asked if Kim Wilkinson will continue to stay.   

 

Mr. Calder answered yes.  We may have employees rotating in and out.  The doors will be locked 

and people will be referred to a phone number.   

 

Councilman Hance asked to get the landfill people whatever PPE they will need while interacting 

with the public. 

 

Mr. Calder said we want folks to use Elko Sanitation as much as possible.  There are a lot of 

unknowns and we will probably have another meeting in the future.  He thanked them for coming 

together quickly for this meeting and making these decisions.   

 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

 

Pursuant to N.R.S. 241, this time is devoted to comments by the public, if any, and 

discussion of those comments. No action may be taken upon a matter raised under this item 

on the agenda until the matter itself has been specifically included on a successive agenda 

and identified as an item for possible action. ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

There being no further business, Mayor Reece Keener adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________          ______________________________ 

Mayor Reece Keener                                       Kelly Wooldridge, City Clerk 


